"For those clinicians who believe that palliative care is nothing more than good intentions and a morphine infusion, learning about bowel obstruction can be an eye-opener. Competency requires an understanding of physiology and pharmacology as well as skills in assessment and communication" [Richard Meyer, M.D. (1999)] 
Intestinal obstruction is the partial or complete mechanical or nonmechanical blockage of the small or large intestine Is a physical blockage absent or likely?
Obstruction not always due to physical
